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EPA mine spill was preventable, points to broader problem 
Key events leading up to massive Colorado mine waste spijM 
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EPA mine spill was preventable, points to broader 
problem 

By Matthew Brown and Dan Elliott 

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — Investigators are blaming the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency for a 3 million-gallon wastewater spill from a Colorado gold mine, saying an agency 
cleanup crew rushed its work, failed to consider the complex engineering involved and ended 
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up triggering the very blowout it hoped to avoid. 

Members of Congress seized on the results of the two-month Interior Department 
investigation to slam EPA's handling of a spill that fouled rivers in three states. 

The Aug. 5 accident has revived a long-simmering debate over the unresolved fate of 
hundreds of thousands of abandoned mines across the U.S, offering ammunition to both 
sides. 

Whereas Republicans, including U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner of Colorado, focused their ire solely 
on the EPA, U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet, also of Colorado and a Democrat, coupled his 
criticism of the agency with a call for reforms that could speed mine cleanups. 
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Key witness testifies against ex-coal CEO boss 

By Jonathan Matisse 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — A key government witness testified Thursday that his 
former coal boss, ex-Massey Energy CEO Don Blankenship, was a micromanager who 
considered it less expensive to break the law and pay fines than to implement appropriate 
safety measures prior to a deadly mine explosion in 2010. 

During Blankenship's criminal trial in Charleston, former Massey subsidiary president 
Christopher Blanchard said violations could have been prevented if more miners were hired 
or more time was spent focusing on safety, and he said Blankenship had the power to make 
those changes. 

It was acceptable to incur a certain amount of safety violations, even if they could have been 
avoided, Blanchard said. 

"There was an understanding that a certain number of safety violations would be written that 
could have been prevented," said Blanchard, whose group of mines at Performance Coal 


1805172 


ED 000792 00000406-00006 



included Upper Big Branch Mine in West Virginia. 



Ryan pledges 'clean slate' as he seeks job of House 
Speaker 


By Erica Werner 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Rep. Paul Ryan, on his way to becoming speaker of the House and 
second in line to the presidency, says Congress must change its ways. 

"We are not solving the country's problems; we are only adding to them," he says. 

The 45-year-old House Ways and Means Committee chairman pledges to change that 
dynamic if selected speaker in elections next week. He is a lock for the job now that he's 
secured support from all factions of the House GOP, including the hardline Freedom Caucus. 

"We have an opportunity to turn the page, to start with a clean slate, and to rebuild what has 
been lost," Ryan, the 2012 Republican vice presidential nominee, said in a letter to fellow 
Republicans late Thursday that formally announced his candidacy. "We can make the House 
a more open and inclusive body — one where every member can contribute to the legislative 
process." 
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Tech companies face rocky road on the wav to 
making cars 


By Bree Fowler 

NEW YORK (AP) — Silicon Valley may think it can build a better car. But should it? 

As tech giants like Google and Apple look to automobiles as the next frontier for innovation, 
they face a looming reality: Cars are a lot harder to manufacture and sell than smartphones. 

Industry veterans and critics warn that the auto business is a different animal. It's fraught 
with massive costs to erect auto plants, complexities in developing new sales and service 
systems, and daunting liabilities involved when human lives are at stake. 

Automakers recalled a record 64 million vehicles in 2014, shattering the old record of 30.8 
million set in 2004. 



Despite US-led campaign, Islamic State rakes in oil 
earnings 


By Hamza Hendawi and Qassim Abdul-Zahra 

BAGHDAD (AP) — The Islamic State rakes in up to $50 million a month from selling crude 
from oilfields under its control in Iraq and Syria, part of a well-run industry that U.S. 
diplomacy and airstrikes have so far failed to shut down, according to Iraqi intelligence and 
U.S. officials. 

Oil sales — the extremists' largest single source of continual income — are a key reason they 
have been able to maintain their rule over their self-declared "caliphate" stretching across 
large parts of Syria and Iraq. With the funds to rebuild infra structure and provide the largesse 
that shore up its fighters' loyalty, it has been able to withstand ground fighting against its 
opponents and more than a year of bombardment in the U.S. -led air campaign. 

Trouble seeing this email? Click here. 
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The group has even been able to bring in equipment and technical experts from abroad to 
keep the industry running, and the United States has recently stepped up efforts to close off 
this support. 

Washington has been talking to regional governments, including Turkey, about its concerns 
over the importing of energy infrastructure into IS-run territory in Syria, including equipment 
for extraction, refinement, transport and energy production, according to a senior U.S. 
official with firsthand knowledge of the IS oil sector. 



BLM green lights ConocoPhillips drilling in Alaska reserve 


The Bureau of Land Management has granted a two-year drilling permit and right-of-way 
authorization to ConocoPhillips for a project planned in the National Petroleum-Reserve 
Alaska, FuelFix reports. 


House OKs measure to speed mineral mine permitting 


Despite White House opposition, the GOP-led House has approved legislation that would set a 20-month 
deadline for permitting on mineral mines proposed for federal land, The Hill reports. 


Murkowski seeks details on oil swaps with Mexico 

The Commerce Department may have approved the idea of oil swaps with Mexico back in 
August, but Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee Chairwoman Lisa Murkowski 
sent a letter to Commerce Secretary Penny Pritzker on Thursday asking whether any plans 
have been finalized, and if not, what’s holding them up, Reuters reports. 



Shale boom flooding U.S. with lower octane fuel 

Fueled by the shale boom, gasoline prices have been dropping alongside falling crude prices, 
but the extra charge for high octane fuel is growing, Bloomberg reports. 



Businesses, governments fuel growth in wind generation 


An American Wind Energy Association report says major commitments from corporations 
like Amazon and Hewlett Packard have helped add 3,596 megawatts of wind capacity to the 
grid in the first nine months of the year, nearly triple the figure from a year ago, Bloomberg 
reports. 
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New record racked up by wind power in Texas 


The Electric Reliability Council of Texas says it used 12,237.6 megawatts of wind power - 
37 percent of total demand — at 12:30 a.m. Thursday, beating the record set in September, 
FuelFix reports. 



Oil steady on positive European data 


Positive data and the potential for stimulus moves by the European Central Bank helped 
support oil prices early Friday. U.S. benchmark caide was unchanged at $45.38 a barrel in 
electronic trading on the Nymex, while in London Brent gained 20 cents to $48.28, Reuters 
reports. 



Minnesota governor seeks to limit oil trains passing through 
Minneapolis 


Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton has written a letter to BNSF Railway, complaining about oil 
trains routed through downtown Minneapolis, and asking that the trains not be moved 
through the area when there is a game being played at Target Field, the StarTribune reports. 


Sharply lower oil, qas prices push Southwestern to 3Q loss 

A $2.8 billion impairment charge dragged Southwestern Energy Co. to a third quarter net 
loss of $1.77 billion, despite the company’s report of “excellent operational results,” The 
Wall Street Journal reports. 



South Jersey county moving on alternative energy projects 

Alternative energy projects planned for a landfill in Cumberland County, New Jersey include 
a plant to generate energy from food waste, the Press of Atlantic City reports. 



Chinese authorities challenge Coke plant pollution data 

Chinese authorities charge that a Coca-Cola bottling plant in Lanzhou city falsified data 
about its sewage output, and say police briefly detained a company executive as a result. The 
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Economic Times reports. 



Upcoming Events 
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